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Public Information Act  



Public Information Act:  
The Basics  

ÈPublic information is any information 
collected, assembled, or maintained by or for 

a governmental body.  
 

ÈPublic information is available to the public at 
a minimum during the normal business hours 

of the governmental body.  
 

ÈThe provisions of the Public Information Act 
shall be liberally construed in favor of 

granting a request for information.  
 

 



What information is subject to a 

request under the PIA? 

ÅThe PIA applies to recorded information in practically 
any medium, including:  paper; film; a magnetic, 
optical, or solid state device that can store an 
electronic signal; tape; mylar; linen; silk; ad vellum. 

 

ÅSection 552.002(c) ï ñ[t]he general forms in which the 
media containing public information exist include a 
book, paper, letter,  document, printout,  photograph, 
film, tape, microfiche, microfilm, photostat, sound 
recording, map, and drawing, and a voice, data or 
voice representation held in computer memory.ò 



What information is not subject to 

a request under the PIA? 

ÅTangible items are not ñinformationò even 
though they may be copied or analyzed to 
produce information. 
 

ÅPersonal notes are not necessarily excluded. 
 

ÅCommercially available information  - the 
governmental entity (the ñGEò) is not required to 
provide a copy, but is required to provide 
inspection of a publication that is made a part 
of, or referred to in, a rule or policy of the 
governmental body. 




